
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is another in the series of railway drawing reproduced from “Local Trains of Thought” by kind permission of © Peter Barnfield 
www.peterbarnfield.co.uk 

.............................................. o.................................................... 
 

Steam in Beds – After the Event 
 
There were a number of times during the week before SIB when I wondered whether we should call it off, as it 
turned out the snow and fog held off and the show went ahead as planned.  It was a slow start but at the final count 
we had 101 visitors through the door, not a record but considering the weather not a bad result.  At least 2 visitors 
came down from Nottingham. We had 90% turn out of Traders, unfortunately Jim’s Models who are based in Crawley 
had to cancel due to the poor weather.  The traders who did make it seemed very pleased with the day’s sales.  The 
Hall layout worked well with a good balance of layouts and traders in both halls.  Once again gauging the amount of 
Sandwiches and Cakes to provide was a challenge, as usual I got it wrong, had we had better weather it could have 
been a different story. 
All that remains is to thank everyone for their help during the day also with the setting up and clearing away at the 
end of the show.  There must also be a special thank you to the Ladies who kept us all supplied with sustenance 
throughout the day and thanks to those who baked cakes and mince pies during the week.  A final thanks to Betsy for 
organizing the raffle. 

 
.............................................. o.................................................... 
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2011 Meeting Dates 
 

 
The following are the club meeting dates for 2011: 

 
2nd January 6th February inc. P/G 

 
6th March inc. P/G 3rd April inc. P/G 

 
1st May inc. P/G 5th June 

 
3rd July August no meeting 

 
4th September 2nd October inc. P/G 

 
6th November inc. P/G 3 or 4 December 

 
Prayle Grove will be attending those dates marked P/G 

 
.............................................. o.................................................... 

 
Steam in Beds 2011 

 
Provisionally we have pencilled in 3rd December for 2011’s Steam in Beds.  It is early days yet but if we are to have 
SIB in 2011 there are a number of issues we need to resolve.  Firstly, do we want to hold a show in 2011 and if so, 
when?  The last 2 years have seen significant falls of snow at the beginning of December.  There is no question it did 
affect attendance at this year’s show.  We could move it to our November date or even earlier when we could 
reasonably expect better weather. 
The Warley show will be on the 19th & 20th November 2011, I also understand that there won’t be the normal Kew 
Show in 2011.  The only urgency at the moment is to book the Hall; we need to do that as soon as possible if we are 
going to hold a show in 2011, we need to have feedback from everybody so please give it some thought and let me 
have your views, what was good, what was bad, what should we change if anything. 

.............................................. o.................................................... 
 

Exhibitions 2011 
 
It’s a bit quiet on the exhibition front at the moment; there was a possibility of taking Ridgmont to the AGM again but 
I have not heard anything so I suspect it was a false alarm. 

 
We have been approached by the Leighton Buzzard Railway with a view to attend an exhibition they plan to hold later 
this year; as soon as I have more details I will let you know. 

 
We have also had a request to take Papplewick Green to a Railway Exhibition in Milton Keynes in August; again I 
don’t have any more details at present. 

 
Other Exhibitions up and coming in the future 

 

St Albans Model Railway Show, 15th & 16th January, The Alban Arena, Civic Centre, St Albans, AL1 3LD. 
 
Model Engineering Exhibition, 21st to 23rd   January, Alexandra Palace. 
Visit www.londonmodelengineering.co.uk for more details and advance ticket purchase. 

 
Lincoln Garden Railway Show, 26th February, The Lawn in Lincoln, LN1 3BL, Contact 07908:557712 

 
Abingdon Model Railway Exhibition, 5th March, White Horse Leisure Centre, OX14 3PJ. 
Visit www.admrc.org.uk for more details. 

 
Midland Garden Rail Show, 19th & 20th March, Warwickshire Exhibition Centre, nr Leamington Spa. 
Visit www.largescalemodelrail.co.uk for more details and advance ticket purchase. 

.............................................. o.................................................... 
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No doubt many of you are aware that the Association has launched a project to build the Decauville Loco “Victory”, I 
understand a number of you have already signed-up to the project.  Fergus has come up with a very interesting 
proposal which he has explained below.  At the same time the question of the Clubs Trophies has been raised, I 
believe there are 3 in total.  We used to have regular modeling competition with Trophies being awarded at our 
Christmas Show.  It occurs to me that if we can get enough members interested in Fergus’s proposal we could award 
a trophy for the best finished model.  As for the other 2 Trophies, if we had enough interest we could also have an 
award for the most novel or original model, other suggestion for competition would most welcome, so put your 
thinking caps on. 

 
Chris Pretty 

 

 
.............................................. o.................................................... 

 
A proposal from Fergus Morgan 

 
ASSOCIATION DECAUVILLE PROJECT VICTORY 

 
I have signed up for this project and I was wondering if anyone else in the Bedfordshire Group was interested in doing 
the same because, if so, I propose that we set up a sub group to share the highs and lows, to trouble shoot problems 
we may encounter on the way and chase the project coordinators for help when we need it. 

 
Even if it’s a sub group of 2 it would be fun to meet up and discuss progress and I am sure many of the wider 
Bedfordshire team will contribute ideas and much else if we bring our efforts to the monthly meetings. This would also 
help nudge us along the time table a bit. 

 
My experience to date covers the following in addition to lots of rolling stock kits. 

 
I have assembled a Lady Ann kit which runs smoothly albeit slightly better in reverse, I am currently bending and 
soldering 3 Blackberry Line coaches and have assembled a Maxitrack De Winton (yet to successfully run). 

 
This may convey the impression I know what I am doing, if it does re-read it and measure the success rate! 

 
In general I am a messy modeller and seem to miss the crisp execution and finish that other members of our group 
achieve so I am confident I will be setting a base line beside which absolutely everyone else will shine. 

 
The three projects above have a couple of things in common. 

 
First  they all took ages because I was not confident in starting in case I made a mistake but once started they went 
together Ok if not very tidily. 

 
Secondly they would have been easier and more fun if someone else was at the same stage as me as I could have 
swapped ideas and frustrations and probably stuck to time better. 

 
So my proposal is to form a small sub group of Bedfordshire members who are trying the project or perhaps are just 
interested in it but don’t want to build themselves and try to build roughly to the timescales of the project release 
stages. We will meet at the Bedfordshire monthly meetings round a table full of developing locos and drawings 
hopefully and jolly each other along, swap information, perhaps club together for materials, ask or pester the non 
project members for advice etc and have a lot of fun on the way including rounds of applause on completed stages 
glowing praise for interesting variants and so on. 

 
The project is not an engineering exercise, it’s a bend, file, and solder assembly effort and should be OK for anyone 
who likes to build rolling stock and it will definitely help us understand how our models work and perhaps help us 
exploit the second hand market more once we know how they go together and where they can go wrong and what to 
do if they do! 

 
So if anyone is interested sign yourself up to the project with the association, details as follows: 

Keith Dyer   victory@16mm.org.uk or telephone 01202886196 or see last two 16mm Today 

Contact me at the January meeting or by email or phone. I am interested to hear any feed back or comments on the 
proposal.  Finally I hate the modern prototype cab front so I have already decided that it’s going to have to have a 
spectacle plate and possibly an open cab if I can justify it with an old picture. Has anyone got one somewhere? 

 
Fergus Morgan, 

 
continued over 

mailto:victory@16mm.org.uk


And now a message from the Chairman 
 
 
 
 
Ouch – he’s twisting my arm again! 

 
OK guys, no apologies this time around – but you know who to blame! 

 
Well, 2010 has been and (as I write this - almost) gone. For some time now I have recognised that the 
older you get the quicker the years seem to fly by, but for me this year in particular has disappeared in the 
blink of an eye. As some of you will know I spent almost all of this year scurrying off to the Netherlands 
(you know, the flat and wet part of Europe) on what might well prove to be my final project. As a result 
not only did the year vanish, but my attendance at each monthly meeting was severely truncated by the 
need to work around Mr. EasyJet’s timetable, which of course proved to be significantly less punctual than 
the trains in the old BR days. 

 
 
There was one small recompense to all this sacrifice of my Sunday afternoons and the occasional weekend – in late 
September I was able to pay a visit to the “Stoomtrein Valkenburgse Meer” otherwise known as the “ Nationaal 
Smalspoor Museum”.  Ten to twelve years ago when on my last major project over there I was aware of a narrow 
gauge railway operating in the dunes in the vicinity of Katwijk, but I never found the opportunity to visit. In the 
intervening years, the whole thing has been up-rooted and relocated around the lake (sand pit?) at Valkenburge, a 
few kilometres down the road. What would seem to be significant funding has been found enabling the building of 
extensive facilities, and the gathering on the site of much of the preserved narrow gauge stock in the country forming 
what is now the national museum. If anyone is ever in the area it is certainly well worth a visit, there is a good 
collection in both the museum and the steam sheds to look at and a ride around the lake is not expensive  – on top of 
that they are a friendly crowd. For those of you fully equipped for this electronic age take a look at their web site 
www.smalspoormuseum.nl , it’s not in english but you’ll cope! Incidently, they do have a model exhibition but I 
figured it might be a bit of a haul to take Ridgmont, so I didn’t volunteer us for next year. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

”SANDRA” in the SVM shed - the dinkiest little O&K I’ve ever come across 

http://www.smalspoormuseum.nl/


Anyway, back to our exploits in BAG this last year 
 
We were back to a more normal level of excursion with Ridgmont this year, participating once again in the 
Large Scale Show at the Warwickshire Exhibition Centre back in March, followed by a return visit to the 
AGM/National Show at Stoneleigh. At the intervening BAG meeting it was all hands to the pumps to deal 
with some remedial work on issues with the layout identified at Warwick. Thanks again go to all who rolled 
up their sleeves to tackle these problems – and sacrificed a day’s steaming! 
The group did attend some other events new to BAG, taking Papplewick Green out for a local airing or two. 
The first of these was an outdoor event in July – the Edlesborough Village Carnival, the second working in 
conjunction with the B.M.E.S. the appropriately named “Trains in Haynes” which took place in Haynes 
village hall in October. 

 

 
Unfortunately my work commitments precluded my attending other than the Large Scale show, but the 
feedback I got was that the efforts of our members were very well received and a good time was had by 
all who manned the layouts. Thanks to all for your support. 
Photos from two of these events can be found in the gallery on the BAG website. Whilst on the subject of 
the web site, our webmaster is currently engaged in a major re-engineering exercise. So, keep your eyes 
peeled! Although the look remains much the same,  the ‘feel’ will be somewhat different due to changes in 
the way it works – more efficiently according to our man! 

 
Steam in Beds - 2010 

 
 
As promised in last years ramblings, 2010 was to be the year of the revival of Steam in Beds –we hoped! 
So, armed with a long tape, Chris and I set about measuring and re-measuring – oh and  just to be sure(?) 
re-re-measuring our new accommodation at EB. After much time spent wrestling with one of Mr.Gates 
offerings (Microsoft Visio to be precise), moving virtual traders & layouts around a plan of the hall we came 
up with what looked like a viable arrangemen t. On the strength of this Chris fired off the necessary 
invitations, while I kept my fingers firmly crossed in the hope that I hadn’t fouled up on the PC and it 
would be “alright on the night”. As ever, Chris then bore the brunt of the work load, spending the following 
months organising and arranging everything from the hall to the sandwiches. 

 

 
Qualms about visitor numbers perhaps being down due to our slightly “out of the way” location were only 
hightened by the early snowfall in the run up to the event. However, the turnout proved to be quite good 
in the end with over 100 paying visitors.  The impression I got was that everyone both members and 
visitors had an enjoyable time, with plenty of steaming and a fair amount spending on pressies for 
Christmas. All of this was helped along of course with all those delicious comestibles from the kitchen 
manned by the ladies. I did the rounds, talking to all of the traders, each of them said that they had had a 
good day, enjoyed themselves, and expressed their desire to attend next year. 

 

 
Thank you to all our members who helped out on the day, it was a real team effort. Next, a big thank you 
to the ladies of the catering corps, without whom there would have been no breakfast bacon butties and 
no sustenance all day. 

 

 
And finally, please join me in expressing massive gratitude to our long suffering secretary Chris, without 
whom much of the foregoing exhibition attendances and our own SIB would never have happened. THANK 
YOU Chris. 

 

 
To close this years literary masterpiece (?), I trust you all had a good Christmas and it just remains for me 
to wish you and your families a happy and prosperous new year. 
Now, let’s get steaming! 

Brian 


